Name of the Element: Daire — Otter Fishing
Name of Inventory: Test Inventory (T1)
Serial No: D4-00003

Brief Description

Otter fishing is a technique of using semi-aquatic tamed otter to catch fish in the river. The technique is already in
extinction worldwide except in Bangladesh. In Khulna and Narail District this practice still exists. Fisherman are
divided into small groups to execute this. Usually it takes three fishermen, 1 boat, 1 net and 3 otters. It takes three
days on boat to reach Sundarban. In off season the fishermen catch fishes near their village. The practice is inherited
from generation to generation. This two-hundred-year-old tradition has come to near its extinction. Less monetary
opportunities have made this fishing technique difficult to execute. Most of fishermen face more losses than profit.
Also, maintaining the otter becomes expensive to some extent. However, researchers say it may be last generation
to practice this fishing technique and it should be documented as still existing in Bangladesh.

Swimming in circles alongside a fishing boat, two otters wait to catch fish in a river in southern Bangladesh. As the
animals squeak in the water, fishermen lower a net into the river, in the heart of the Sundarbans, the world’s largest
mangrove forest. Then, one by one, the short-haired otters dive under the water with a splash, chasing a school of
fish close to the banks of the river.

Otter fishing is a centuries-old tradition in Bangladesh, where fishermen have been using trained otters to lure fish
into their nets — a rare technique passed on from father to son that relies on coordination between man and otter.
“We use them because they catch more fish that we can alone,” Shashudhar Biswas, a fisherman in his 50s whose
family has trained otters for generations, told the AFP. Biswas explains that the otters do not catch the fish
themselves, but they chase them towards fishing nets.

“The otters manage to spot fish among the plants, then the fish swim away and we stay close with our nets. If we did
it without them, we wouldn’t be able to catch as many fish,” says Shashudhar’s son, Vipul. Vipul added that it'’s much
easier to make ends meet thanks to this technique.

Fishing is usually done at night, and the otters can help fishermen catch as many as 26 pounds of fish, crabs and
shrimp.

But the partnership between man and otter is on the verge of extinction. It’s already died out in other parts of Asia
as fish populations decline, wildlife experts say. Short-haired otters are an endangered species in Bangladesh
and experts say that otter fishing may play a key role in their conservation.
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